The  All-Sovereign  Lord 

The  correct  translation  for  "I  believe  in  God,  the 
Father  Almighty"  is  "/  believe  in  God,  the  Father,  the 
Almighty  OneT 

"The  Almighty  One"  is  an  Old  Testament  concept. 

I  Believe  in  the  Almighty  One: 

Misconception:  Almighty  =  Omnipotent? 

The  scriptural  "almighty"  has  nothing  to  do  with  what 
the  philosophers  refer  to  as  "omnipotence."  God  is  a 
god  of  character;  He  never  does  things  that  are 
contrary  to  His  character. 

"He  can  assuredly  according  to  us  do  anything,  that  is, 
anything  that  can  be  done  without  detriment  to  His 
divinity,  His  goodness,  or  His  wishes." 

Origen  "Contra  Celsum  " 

"I  can  tell  the  sort  of  things  He  could  not  do.  He 
cannot  die,  He  cannot  sin,  He  cannot  lie,  He  cannot  be 
deceived.  Such  things  He  cannot:  if  He  could,  He 
would  not  be  almighty." 

St.  Augustine  "Sermon  214" 

When  the  Bible  asserts  that  God  is  almighty,  the 
emphasis  is  not  on  what  He  can  or  cannot  do,  but  on 
the  sovereignty  of  God  over  all  things. 

Let  the  pagans  worry  about  whether  their  gods  are 
powerful  enough  to  worth  their  briberies,  we  instead 
submit  to  the  supreme  lordship  of  the  Almighty  One. 

The  starting  point  of  our  faith  must  be  our  worship  of 
this  all-sovereign  God. 

Correct  translation:  I  believe  in  God,  the  Father,  the 
all-ruling/all-sovereign  Lord. 

Scriptures  for  Reflection:  2  Kings  18-19;  Psalms  46 

Reflection:  Facing  the  injustice  of  our  society,  what 
motivates  the  church  to  go  on  fighting? 

Reflection:  Knowing  of  our  own  weaknesses  and  sins, 
what  assures  us  that  God  will  deliver  us 
from  sin? 

Confession:  Governing  our  lives  and  history  are  not 
fate,  chance  or  fortune,  not  powers  political, 
economical,  or  social.  In  the  darkest  hours 
of  our  lives,  when  evil  seems  to  prevail,  the 
one  who  rules  from  heaven  is  still  God  our 
Lord. 


